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A "no faull" divorce bil l  author of the bil l , said i0
pt::g il: li1sj j:qf1l1iv.e or rr srares, rncluding
nurole yesterday when it lowa, have a no-fault dil
was approved by _" Senate vorce law similar to ti ie
subcommittee without dis- one proposed.
sent.

The measure deletes the
present eight grounds for
divorce and replaces thern
w. i th  one -  an ' ' i r rc t r ieva-

ble breakdown of the mar-
riage relationship."

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  b i l l
eliminates a section of the
law that requires witness-
es to testify in court that
one of the partners is re-
sponsib le tor  the marr iage
breal<down.

M a n y  d i v o r c e  c a s e s
now are a "charade" be-
cause one partner must
b Iame  the  o the r  even
tlrough both agree that the
marriage should be ended
amicab l y ,  Robe r t  Levy ,
law professor at the Unj-
versitv of Minnesota, told
the subcommittee.

He said the no-faull
measu re  w j l l  p rov ide , ' a
dignified manncr of termi-
n a t i n g  a  m a r r i a g e ' ,  i n
most cases.

The
crase
from
place
t ion."

b i l l  a l s o  r v o u l d
the term "divorce"
law boolcs, and re-
i t  wi th "d issolu-

Present grounds for di-
vorce thal would be elimi-
nated under the measure
are adultery, impotency, a
"course of conduct detri-
mental to the marriaee re-
lationship," imprisonirent,
desertion, habitual drun-
kenness, commitment ro a
men ta l  i ns t i t u t i on  and
lengthy separation.

Sen. Allan Spear, Min-
neapolis DFLer and chief

Al though no opponel . l ts
to t .hc.b i l l  appearcd ar  yes-
rcroay s hcar ing,  Scn.  Jcr-
ome Blatz,  Bloomington
conservatlve and a sub-
commit tee member,  sa ic l
he doesn' l  th in l< the meas-
ure wi l l  make much d i i fer -
ence in actual practice.

Any couple that wan[s
a d ivorcc can gct  i t  de-
spite the required causes
ntrl l isted in state law, he
said.

S p e a r c o n t e n d e d h i s
measLire wi l l  remove the
"shanr, acrintony and hy-
pocrisy" now involved in
d i v o r c e  c a s c s  i n  w h i c h
both par lncrs want  to end
the marr iage.

'fhe 
measurc now gocs
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