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IT'S AS PRESTIGIOUS as any group
of lawyers, judges and acholars, but
therc's little glamour or notoricty in
being among the nation’s 300 uniform
law commissioners. And it’s hard to

* tmagine that their 100th annual

meceting — in Florida in August —
will be too much of a celebration .as
they intently labor over compiex

statutes, line by Ilno. word by word
and commu by comma,.
Although statc legislators-are prin-

cipally responsible for drafting laws,

members of the National Conference
of Commissioners on Uniformh State
Laws arc roal masters of that craft.
- Acling as a sort of shadow super-leg-
islature, they have writtent such bul-
warks of staic statutlory law as thé
Uniform Commercial Code, the Unl-
form Partuership Act and the Uni-
* form Probate Code.
Since the first meélpg of delegates

1

"Cm(uuedoupageu e,

from seven ltale- ln Sarntognv

Springs, N.Y. in 1892, the commis-
sioners have promulgated more than
200 acts that mirror changes in law
and society. A century ago, they de-
veloped laws governing wills, marry- .-

" ‘ing ages and the legal weight of a

bushel, all of which varted from state

‘to state.

‘Today, they grapple wlth such 218t .
century legal issues as transfers of
electronic funds and the concepuon
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‘Commissioners to Meet
On Centennial Agenda

Continued from page 3 . Institute joined forces on the projec‘i in -

1947, and it was compieted In 185L.-
Pennsyivania first adopted the UCC in
1953, and 14 years later it had- been

. and longevity of life, which are
' spurred by advances in computer and
' biomedical technology

“The ability to impose uniformity & in all states except Louisiana,
. 100 years ago was non-existent on the whi ntly. incorporated most of
part of the federal government and... it8.artl

- the only way to achieve uniformity... Legeadary Tales

: was il the states would recognize for- Tales of the UCC's adoption have be-
ma}Itha in other states or have similar = come legend. It was passed in Connec-
laws themselves,” says ULC Pre&ldent ticut in 1962 because Commissioner
Lawrence J. Bugge. His two-year term  John Bailey was state and Democratic
expires at the end ofghe annual meet- = national chairman and ordered that it
ing Aug. 2-8 in Napies, Fla. become law. In Nebraska in 1963, an’

“The idea and necessity for unifor- Omaha newspaper proclaimed: “Sena-

mity still obtains in a whole host of ‘tors Dore While Bill Is Read.” The
arcas,” says Mr. Bugge, a partner in  reading took more than four hours and
the Madison, Wia., oftice of Milwau- ’ : ) ‘
kee's Foley & Lardner. . S

- Among the acts on the centennial . :
agenda for final approval are the Uni- . . .
form Employment Termination Act, SlnCC the flI'St meetmg,
the Uniform Victims of Crime Act and '

& revised Urniform Partnership Act. the COmﬁiiSSiOHCrS have -

The termination act provides-protec- . h .
tion for “whistle-blowera™ and protects
employees from being fired in viola- p romulgated more t a,n

- tlon of public policy or the employer's D()() acts that mirror

The crime victime &et pravidex com- r R
pensation for injuries and an enforce- changes in U.S society.
able “Victim's Bill of Rights.” Al-
though 44 states proféss to have such a ' : . .
declaration of rights, their form rang- “nobody paid any attention,” according
es {rom resolutions without force to. (g the article, but the UCC was adopted
comprehensive statutes. - 28-0.

. The Uniform Partnership Act, first

approved in 1914 and revised in 1976, is Aﬂm:uhm;:?:‘:;mﬁu;
being updated to set forth new rules 1977 anq ‘the first new article — 24,

regarding dissolutions. governing leases — -was approved in

Other Acts to Be Debated - ' 1987. Drafting of turther revisions and
Other acts scheduled to be debatel  articies is under way. The group has

include & Uniform Detamation Act; the -
Civil Forfeiture for Drug Offenses Act aking & piecemeal approach, but Mr.

and revisions of the Uniform Adgption ‘McCabe says that ofter is the nature of
Act and the, Uniform Reciprocal En- voluntary professional groups.
forcement of Support Aet. According to group historians, for-
. Each act must be considered at two mer Utah Commissioner Calvin w.
annual meeﬂnga before it can be ap- Rawlings wasn't very excited when he
proved.dnd sent to the states for adop- was appointed in 1927, but soon found
tion. Each state has at least three that fraternizing with acholars such as
commissioners — some have up to a Dean John ‘Henry ‘Wigmore  on- evi-
dozen — but each state delegation has dence and Samuel Williston -on: con-
only one vote. tracts was a convenfent mny to keep

John M. McCabe, legal counsel and Current om the-law.
legislative director of the Clicago-

based {conference, says getting. the
states to adopt the acts in substantially deis, Roacoe Pound and Chief-Justice

the same form ia sometimes a more Willlam Rehnquint.

arduous task .than drafting the lawas.. “It'a important and utlsrylng work,"’

The best exampie is the ULC's aigna- says Mr. Bugge. -

ture prodyct, the Uniform Commerclal He adds: “The chance to analyze.and-

"Code. debate tough issues with some of the
A comrhittee to draft the UCC - the. finest legal ‘minds, and the chance to

fundamental law governing commer- shape and improve American law for

clal transactions — was cstablished in yen,u" to come — that'a what keeps .us

1940. The ULC and the American Law  at it.”

been criticized by some scholars for -

Other notable commissioners have
included Woodrow- Wilson, Louls Bram -«
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