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The Nominating Committee reported the following recom-
mendations:

Chairman, John W. Davis,' of New York; Vice-Chairman,
Silas H. Strawn, of Illinois; Secretary and Treasurer; John B.

Sanborn, of Wisconsin, ¢
Members of the Council, term expiring in 1926, Herbe%

Madley, of Colorado; and Wade Millis, of Michigan. .
On motion the report of the Nominating Committee Wag
adopted and the persons named were duly elected.
The Section adjourned sine die.
Jou~N B. SanBorN, Secretary.
! John W. Dayvis, having been subsequently elected President of the

American Bar Association, resigned as Chairman and was succeeded in
that office by Silas H. Strawn, the Vice-Chairman. '

PROCEEDINGS
OF THE
THIRTY-SECOND ANNUAL MEETING
OF

The National Conference of
Commissioners on Uniform State Laws

HELD AT
SAN FRANGISCO, CAL.
August 2-8, 1922
AND

INFORMATION CONCERNING THE CONFERENCE
AND ITS WORK.

ORIGIN,i NATURE AND SCOPE OF THE NATIONAL
CONFERENCE OF COMMISSIONERS ON
UNIFORM STATE LAWS.

The National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State
Taws is composed of Commissioners from each of the states, the
District of Columbia, Alaska, Hawaii, Porto Rico, and the
Philippine Islands. In thirty-three of these jurisdictions the
Commissioners are appointed by the chief executive acting under
express legislative authority. In the other jurisdictions the ap-
pointments are 1fade by general executive authority. There are
usually three representatives from each jurisdiction. The term
of appointment varies, but three years is the usual period. The
Commissioners are chosen from the legal profession, being law-
yers and judges of standing and experience, and teachers of law
in some of the leading law schools. They serve without compen-
sation, and in most instances pay their own expenses. They are
united in a permanent organization, under a constitution and
by-laws, and annually elect a president, a vice-president, a secre-
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692 COMMISSIONERS ON UNIFORM STATE TAWS.

tary, and a treasurer. The Commissioners meet in annual con-
ference at the same place as the American Bar Association, usu-
ally for four or five days immediately preceding the meeting of
that Association. The funds necessary for carrying on the work
of the Conference are derived from contributions from some of
the states and from appropriations made by the American Bar
Association. The record of the activities of the Conference, the
reports of its committees, and its approved acts are printed in
the annual Proceedings. The approved acts, sometimes with
annotations, are also printed in separate pamphlet form.

The origin of the Conference is, briefly, this: In 1889 the
American Bar Association appointed a special committee on
Uniform State Laws. In 1890 the legislature of the State of

New York adopted an act authorizing the appointment of “ com--

missioners for the promotion of nniformity of legislation in the
United States,” whose duty it was to examine certain subjects
of national importance that seem to conflict among the laws of
the several commonwealths, to ascertain the best means to effect
an assimilation and uniformity in the laws of the states, and
especially whether it would be advisable for the State of New
York to invite the other states of the union to send representa-
tives to a convention to draft uniform laws to be submitted for
the approval and adoption of the several states. In the same
year, a speeial committee of the American Bar Association, after
reciting the action of New York, reported a resolution that the
Association recommend the passage by each state and by Congress
for the District of Columbia and the territories, of a law provid-
ing for the appointment of Commissioners to confer with Com-
missioners from other states on the subject of uniformity in legis-
lation on certain subjects. As a result of the action of New York,
of tlie recommendation of the American Bar Association, and of
the efforts of various interested persons, the first Conference of
Commissioners was held in August, 1892, at Saratoga. N. Y.,
for three days immediately preceding the annual meeting of
the American Bar Association. Since that time, thirty Con-
ferences have been held. While in the first Conference but nine
states were represented, since 1912 all the states, territories, the
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District of Columbia, Porto Rico, and the Thilippine Islands
have been officially represented.

The object of the Conference, as stated in its Constitution, is
“1{o promote uniformity in state laws on all subjects where uni-
formity is deemed desirable and practicable.” The Conference
works through standing and special committees. In recent years
all proposals of subJects for legislation are referred to a standing
Committee on Scope and Program. After due investigation, and
sometimes a hearing of parties interested, this committee reports
whether the subject is one upon which it is desirable and feasible
to draft a uniform law. 1f the Conference decides to take up
the subject, it refers the same to a special committee with in-
structions to report a draft of an act. With respect to some of
the more impo to employ an ex-
Thisman. Jentatl\e drafts of acts are su
T to year and are discussed section by section. Iach uni
act is thus the result of one or more tentative drafts subjectec
to the criticism, correction, and emendation of the Commis-
sioners, who represent the experience and judgment of a select
hody of lawyers chosen from every part of the United States.
When finally approved by the Conference, the Uniform Acts are
recommended for general adoption throughout the jurisdictions
of the United States and are submitted to the American Bar
ssociation for its approval.
onference has drafted and approved thirty-ej
It has also oy rganizatiop
Some of its own acts have been by Conference action declf d
obsolete and superseded, leaving at present a total of thirty acts
being recommended for adoption. A complete list of all acts
drafted and approved, of acts drafted by other bodies and ap-
proved by the Conference, of obsolete and superseded acts, and
the extent to which the acts have been adopted in the various
jurisdictions iz shown in appropriate tables on pages 708, 700
and 714

The list of present and past officers, the present personnel of
the Conference, and the standing and special committees are set
forth on pages 695 and 700.

As an aid in promoting uniformity of judicial interpretation
of the yarious acts, the Conference has fortunately secured,
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through the efforts and able editorship of Commissioner Charles
Thaddeus Terry, of New York, Chairman. of the Committee on
Uniformity of Judicial Decisions, the publication in a single
volume by Baker, Voorhis & Co., of New York City, of the Uni-
form Acts with full annotations. 'The report of the Committee
on Uniformity of Judicial Decisions to the 1922 Conference
brings the annotation down to March 1, 1922.

OFFICERS OF THE CONFERENCE.

RETIRING OFFICERS.
1921-1922.

Henry StocksripGE, Room 132, Court House, Baltimore, Md., President.
Joun R. HarpiN, Prudential Building, Newark, N. J., Vice-President.
EuceNE A. GiLmore, Madison, Wis., Secretary.

W. O. Hart, 134 Carondelet St., New Orleans, La., Treasurer.

OFFICERS FOR 1922-1923.

NaraaN WiLiaM MacCuesNey, 30 N. La Salle St., Chicago, TIll,
FPresudent.

Fucene C. Massig, 1136 Mutual Bldg., Richmond, Va., Vice-President.

Grorce G. Bogert, College of Law, Cornell University, Ithaca, N. Y,
Secretary.

W. O. Harr, 134 Carondelet St., New Orleans, La., Treasurer.

STANDING AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES OF THE
CONFERENCE. ‘

1922-23.

STANDING COMMITTEES.

1. Executive.—Appointed Members: George B. Young, 116 State St.,
Montpelier, Vt., Chairman; George E. Beers, New Haven, Conn.;
Jesse A. Miller, Youngerman Block, Des Moines, Towa; R. E. L.
Saner, Security Natl. Bank Building, Dallas, Texas; John H.
Voorhees, Bailey-Glidden Building, Sioux Falls, S. D. Ez-officio:
Nathan William MacChesney, 30 N. La Salle St., Chicago, Ill,,
President; Tugene C. Massie, 1136 Mutual Building, Richmond,
Va., Vice-President; George G. Bogert, College of Law, Cornell
University, Ithaca, N. Y., Secretary; W. O. Hart, 134 Carondelet
St., New Orleans, La., Treasurer; Henry Stockbridge, Ex-President,
11 N. Calhoun St., Baltimore, Md.; James R. Caton, Alexandria,
Va., Chairman of the Commitee on Scope and Program.

2. Scope and Program.—(Elected.) James R. Caton, Alexandria, Va.,
Chairman (term expires 1923); Nathan William MacChesney, 30
N. La Salle St., Chicago, IIl, President, Ez-officio; Hollis R.
Bailey, 19 Congress St., Boston, Mass. (term expires 1923) ; Ernst
Freund, University of Chicago Law School, Chicago, Ill. (term -
expires 1924) ; William M. Hargest, Harrisburg, Pa. (term expires
1924); W. C. Kinkead, Hynds Building, Cheyenne, Wyo. (term
expires 1925); C. A. Severance, Merchants Natl. Bank Building,
St. Paul, Minn. (term expires 1925).
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